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171, which is a sling chain, the method of attachment of the form of hook in Fig. 169 is seen. In Fig. 172 the swivel attachment of the hook in Fig. 17013 shown, together with a counterbalance ball weight by which the slack of the chain is overhauled when there is no load being lifted. The hook in Fig. 169 is never used for any but light and moderate loads, that in Fig. 170 is suitable for all loads.
The snatch, or return block is used on all cranes excepting those of low powers, in order to increase the lifting
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172.
power without unduly increasing the size of the chain, or wire rope which sustains the weight of the load. The designs of these blocks vary to a wide extent. Essentially they comprise cheeks, a pulley or pulleys, and a swivelling hook.
Cast-iron snatch blocks are used sometimes for small cranes, being cheaper than those built up of plate and forgings. One of these is shown in Fig. 173; the cheeks are formed of two castings flanged inwardly and planed in the joints. They are fastened with bolts. The metal is